CAMPAIGNING NEWS – 14 NOVEMBER 2010
Potholes and other road defects

Please do report these through Fill that Hole, which can be accessed from the main CTC web site or direct at www.fillthathole.org.uk
Information is needed on:

· locations for sheffield cycle stands (especially under cover ones) 

· cycle routes which have vegetation growing into them, bushes overhanging or are covered in glass and general litter, although it helps if you also report this as above 

· anything else you feel we need to know about!

Email heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net or phone 0191 273 8042 (after 3.00pm)

General information

The CTC strives to represent the rights and interests of cyclists at a local level. The main CTC contact for Northumberland, northern Durham and Tyne & Wear is Heather Evans. The following is a selection of the type of campaign work covered:

On-road routes

Our main priority is to see that cyclists maintain their right to ride on the road. Thankfully Government policy is now for cycle facilities to be on-road wherever possible, but we still often have a difficult task convincing several local authorities that this is so. However, some of them have taken heed and cycle lanes and advanced stop lines are starting to appear in the region. On-road routes are most suited to commuting, in all weathers, and at all times of the day (and night), a point often forgotten when considering the needs of cyclists.

Off-road routes

Where these are provided we do insist that the works are done properly e.g. kerbs fully flush, surfaces smooth, and for them to be kept free of glass and other debris. By reporting work done poorly and not to an agreed specification, we are slowly getting across to the local authorities that poor facilities are no longer acceptable.

Bridleways

CTC is one of the organisations that have to be consulted before diversions are made.

New developments

A watchful eye is kept on new developments, especially offices and supermarkets, to try to ensure that the correct cycle parking is provided.

Public transport

North Shields to South Shields ferry. For details of first and last ferries phone 0870 608 2608.

